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 New Ghetto Fund Web page to replace current one















PAYMENTS FROM GERMANY 
GERMAN GOVERNMENT’S GHETTO WORK FUND


In 2007, the German government established a compensation fund to recognize certain Jewish survivors of Nazi-era ghettos who performed voluntary work during their internment and whose applications for German Social Security “Ghetto Pension” payments had been rejected. The agreement to issue these one-time payments came as a response to intense international pressure spearheaded by the Claims Conference. 

Until now, the one-time payment (known as the BADV Ghetto Work Fund) and the Ghetto Pension awards (under the ZRBG law) were mutually exclusive. Ghetto survivors could receive one or the other, but not both
.  The two programs included provisions to implement this mutual exclusion. 

Changes in German law will now allow eligible Jewish ghetto survivors to receive both the one-time €2,000 BADV payment as well as the 
German Social Security payments. 
Ghetto Work Fund Amendment (2011)
Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Eligible to Receive a Ghetto Fund Payment?
A victim of Nazi persecution may be able to obtain a one-time payment of €2,000 if s/he: 

1. Was held in an open or closed ghetto; and 
2. Worked “without force” during this period
For detailed information on the program and the amended guidelines, consult the information pamphlet  published by the German government  2011 Ghetto Work Fund Information  (KARA, please link to 2011 pamphlet in German; we will add languages as they arrive)
The Claims Conference posted a line-by-line guide on completing the application form for the Ghetto Work Fund following the program’s establishment in 2007. This information notice remains current and can be accessed 
http://www.claimscon.org/index.asp?url=ghettofund/notice-1207
Which ghettos are included? 
Survivors of Nazi or Nazi allies’ ghettos, whether they were open or closed, should file an application if they have not yet done so. 
Is there a deadline to apply? 

The deadline to file a new application for the one-time payment is December 31, 2011. 

Who should send a new application by December 31, 2011?
All Ghetto survivors who have not filed a duly completed BADV application form should file for payment.  
Where to get an application form? How to file a new application? 

Application forms can be obtained by writing the BADV office in Bonn, Germany and can also be downloaded from their website in English and in German: 

Contact and Downloads: 

Bundesamt für zentrale Dienste und offene Vermögensfragen

53221 Bonn

English Language Application Form: 

http://www.badv.bund.de/antrag/Antragsformular_en.pdf

German Language Application Form: 

http://www.badv.bund.de/antrag/Antragsformular.pdf

Telephone: +49(0)22899 7030 1324: 






E-mail: ghettoarbeit@badv.bund.de
What if an application has been filed for ZRBG Ghetto Pension payments? 
The German Social Security Administration will review all pension claims under the ZRBG legislation to identify and to contact ZRBG pensioners who decided to waive the one-time €2,000 payment  or who had the €2,000 deducted from their retroactive Social Security payments.


What if an application to the BADV has been denied? Can applicants re-open denied applications? 

The BADV federal office is reviewing more than 56,000 applications to proactively re-open denied claims and suspended claims.  Registered applicants need do nothing further at the present time but they can ask German authorities about the status of their applications. 
What if an application to the BADV has been suspended? Can applicants re-open suspended applications? 

The BADV federal office is reviewing over 56,000 applications to proactively re-open denied claims and suspended claims.  Registered applicants need do nothing further at the present time but they can ask German authorities about the status of their applications. 
. 
What if the one-time payment of €2,000 was received but later repaid (withheld) in order to be eligible for the ongoing Social Security pension? 
Either the BADV and the ZRBG administrators will proactively reimburse the €2,000 offset or withholding .
What if a ghetto survivor is not sure that an application to either or both programs was ever filed? 

Ghetto survivors should contact the BADV before December 31, 2011. There is no deadline to apply for the ZRBG “Ghetto Pension.” 
Are widows/widowers/children eligible to receive a BADV payment ? 

Only a Ghetto survivor can file a new application for the €2,000 Ghetto Work Fund payment. 

Can widows/widowers/children request re-opening of a denied or suspended BADV application? 
Widows/widowers/children of Ghetto survivor applicants who applied but have since passed away can apply for re-examination and re-opening of the original application. 

ZRBG German Social Security Ghetto Pension

What is ZRBG German social security for work in a Ghetto? 

The so-called Ghetto Pension Law (ZRBG) was enacted in 2002 and based on court decisions from 1997 (regarding work in the Lodz Ghetto of Poland). It grants pensions for voluntary and remunerated work in ghettos located in territories occupied or annexed by the Nazis.  See our webpage and FAQs at http://www.claimscon.org/index.asp?url=zrbg_main
How to contact the ZRBG Ghetto Pension offices? 

Formally and administratively, the ZRBG is managed under a different branch of the German government from the BADV. Germany’s Social Security administration (DRV) oversees the ZRBG program and pensions
Further Information

Assistance and Help Centers

The Claims Conference maintains an informed network of participating Help and Assistance Centers that can offer concrete assistance in filling out application forms and managing follow-ups on behalf of Holocaust survivors.  Find the updated Claims Conference Help Center Network on our website at  http://forms.claimscon.org/helpcenters/helpcenters.php
***************************************************************************************************************
Ghetto Payments Protection in Israel

Regulation 17(13) of the Income Supplement Regulations (amendment 5764-2003) excludes ZRBG payments from calculations relating to eligibility for Income Supplement benefits from the National Insurance Institutes. The updated version of the regulation was published by the National Insurance Institutes at:    http://www.btl.gov.il/laws/btlLaws.aspx?lawid=346259 . 

Article 224(d) (3) (b) of the National Insurance Law (amendment 129, 5771-2011) excludes ZRBG payments from calculations relating to eligibility for Nursing Hours from the National Insurance Institutes. That recent amendment has been approved by the Israeli Knesset on August 3, 2011 and published on the Knesset website at: http://www.knesset.gov.il/privatelaw/data/18/3/405_3_2.rtf .

Regulation 4.8- 3.1.2(2)e of the Social Workers Regulations (amendment 5769-2009) partially excludes every Holocaust-related pension, including under the ZRBG, from calculations relating to participatory payment for needy elderly homes under the Ministry of Social Affairs. The updated version of the regulation was published by the Ministry of Social Affairs at: http://www.molsa.gov.il/NR/rdonlyres/91AE07DF-506F-425A-80B7-16538B77B8D7/9171/418.pdf .  

Ghetto Fund Payment Protection in USA

All Holocaust-related compensation and restitution payments in the United States are protected by 1994 federal legislation that excludes them from calculations relating to eligibility for federal benefits. The legislation (H.R. 1873 or Public Law 103-286) stated that payments made to individuals because of their status as victims of Nazi persecution are to be excluded from income and resources in determining both eligibility for and the amount of benefits or services to be provided under any Federal or federally assisted program which provides benefits or services based on need such as, but not limited to, Medicaid, Supplemental Security Income, food stamps and Federally subsidized Housing programs. Additionally, Holocaust compensation payments are not taxable. See our web pages under  Payment Benefits and Tax Exemptions. 

Also note that payments under Germany’s special ZRBG law ("Ghetto Pension") or one-time payments awarded to Holocaust survivors through the German government BADV office ("Ghetto Fund" ) fall under the exempt categories. For detailed analysis of this issue, see the webpage and Fact Sheet authored by the Evelyn Frank Legal Resources Program of Selfhelp Community Services, Inc. of New York. Go to http://wnylc.com/health/entry/65.

Please Note: 

The Claims Conference is not involved in the administration, implementation or processing of applications for the Ghetto Pension or the Ghetto Fund. The information presented herein is intended for information purposes only and solely as a general guide. The information is not intended as legal advice. It is a summary of specific issues and does not represent a definitive or complete statement of the programs and policies of the agencies or governments mentioned. The information may not address the special needs, interests and circumstances of individual recipients. Individual situations differ and recipients are urged to seek individual advice. Individuals seeking specific information on a program are urged to contact the relevant program or to consult their social service agency or help center representative. To the best of our knowledge the information is correct as of the date of this document and this information may change subsequent to the said date. August 12, 2011

































�Is this true, or is it that if your ZRBG application was rejected and then approved that you got Soc. Sec. minus the €2,000?


�Can we instead say “German Social Security payments”?  


�Again, is this technically true or is it that the 2,000 would be deducted?


�Can we instead say “German Social Security payments”?  


�This makes it sound like both BADV and ZRBG will reimburse the 2,000 for a total of 4,000.





www.claimscon.org
See what's on our blog: http://blog.claimscon.org
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